Elbasvir/grazoprevir for treatment of chronic hepatitis C virus infection.
Hepatitis C is the leading cause of progressive liver fibrosis worldwide and results in cirrhosis, liver cancer, liver failure and death. Successful treatment for hepatitis C virus (HCV) has rapidly evolved in recent years to a well-tolerated, highly efficacious all-oral therapy. Elbasvir/grazoprevir (Zepatier) is the newest of the oral combinations of HCV direct-acting agents that was approved by the US Federal Drug Administration. This review focuses on the pharmacology, mechanism of action and clinical trial data that support the use of this new combination treatment for HCV infection. The data suggest that Zepatier offers an excellent treatment efficacy, safety and tolerability in HCV treatment naïve and experienced patients and those with and without cirrhosis across multiple genotypes. Also, it has the selective advantage of safety and efficacy in patients with renal disease, especially in those with end-stage renal disease and/or hemodialysis patients.